Sullivan County Parks, Agriculture and Sustainability Policy Committee
May 9, 2019 AGENDA
10:30 AM
Committee Members:
Catherine Owens, Chair Nadia Rajsz, Vice-Chair Mark McCarthy Terri Ward Scott Samuelson
Call to Order
Comments:
Presentation:
1. Balloon Releases
Reports:
1. Office of Sustainable Energy - Heather Brown
2. Parks & Recreation - Brian Scardefield
3. Agricultural Report - Melinda Meddaugh
Resolution:
1. To administer the NYS Department of Agriculture & Markets 2018 Farmland
Protection Implementation Grant.
Public Comment
Adjourn
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Balloon Releases
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From the Sullivan County Office of Sustainable Energy

Party Balloons: Dangers and Drawbacks for Wildlife and Humans
•
•
•
•
•

Balloons can travel thousands of miles.
Animals like birds, whales, sea turtles, cats, dogs, cows and
bighorn sheep swallow balloons, which block their intestinal
tracts and cause starvation.
Marine animals mistake balloons for jellyfish.
So-called “biodegradable” latex balloons can take years to
break down and may contain toxic chemicals such as inks
and coatings.
There are many festive alternatives that don’t cause harm.

Mylar balloons can cause wildfires and power outages
According to Orange & Rockland of New York: "The metallic coating on
Mylar balloons conducts electricity. Because of this, when a Mylar
balloon touches a power line or floats into substation equipment it can
cause a short circuit. This contact can lead to downed wires, power
outages, fires and possible injuries."

•
•
•
•

Thousands of customers in Santa Clara California lost power on Monday, April
1 2019 when a Mylar balloon short-circuited a power line.
In December 2018, 1,500 Con Edison customers in Queens NY experienced a
blackout caused by a Mylar balloon tangling with a power line.
Similar incidents have been reported throughout the country.
These events endanger utility workers and fire fighters.

Helium is a valuable and finite resource
Helium is used for many purposes that require some of its unique properties:
•

Cryogenic applications, most of which involve cooling the
superconducting magnets in medical MRI scanners and NMR
spectrometers; and for important research facilities such as the Large
Hadron Collider near Geneva, Switzerland, which uses 96 metric tons
of liquid helium to maintain the optimal temperature of the
superconductor magnets.
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Balloons pollute woods, streams, rivers, beaches and oceans and harm wildlife

3.1.a

•
•
•
•

Maintenance of controlled atmospheres for growing silicon and germanium crystals, in titanium and
zirconium production, and in gas chromatography and supersonic wind tunnels.
As an additive to breathing gas for deep diving, to reduce the effects of narcosis.
As a tracer gas for industrial leak detection in high vacuum equipment and high-pressure containers.
As a heat-transfer medium in some gas-cooled nuclear reactors.

Attachment: Party Balloons Dangers and Drawbacks (Balloon Releases)

Because of these important scientific and industrial applications, Nobel laureate physicist
Robert Coleman Richardson and others have urged the US to conserve helium and curb
wasteful uses such as helium-filled party balloons.

Sullivan County Office of Sustainable Energy 100 North Street Monticello, NY 12701 845-807-0578
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Sullivan County Office of Sustainable Energy
SULLIVAN COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER
PO BOX 5012
AddressCity, AddressState, AddressPostal

Sullivan County Office of Sustainable Energy Monthly Report for April 2019
County Operations
·

OSE has continued participation in Climate Action Planning (CAP) training via ICLEI
(Local Governments for Sustainability) through a series of bi weekly webinars. The
Sullivan County CAP is due for updating in 2020 and this free training will be valuable in
that process.

·

We are in receipt of and reviewing materials related to a new C-PACE program which is
referred to as Open C-PACE. This new offering, if adopted by the County, would
include several benefits as compared to the current offering, most notably the elimination
of the charge on a participant’s tax bill. Financing would be secured through a Benefit
Assessment Lien, which is subordinate to municipal taxes and senior to all other liens. A
new local law would be required as well as a new municipal agreement.

·

Submitted the required report for the Zero Emissions Vehicle grant from the NYSDEC.
Our charging stations at the Government Center are on track to be installed prior to the
summer season.

·

Continued discussions with NYPA for potential development of solar on one or more of
our capped landfills. Preliminary talks were initiated with the EPA for a free analysis of
the suitability of the County landfill sites to host solar.

Outreach
·

The update of the “Powering Sullivan” resource guide is completed and ready for
distribution.

·

Received a request for assistance with reducing energy use and implementing renewables
from the new mayor of the Village of Wurtsboro.

·

OSE participated in an Earth Day event at the Catskill Brewery with Catskill
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Mountainkeeper and Cornell Cooperative Extension to distribute information on OSE’s
initiatives.
·

Participated in a radio discussion (along with the Town of Highland) about the County’s
efforts in the Clean Energy Communities and Climate Smart Communities programs.

·

Spoke at the Mamakating Library about the state of renewables in New York and the
local impacts of the state Clean Energy Portfolio.

·

Attended the annual meeting of the Municipal Electric and Gas Alliance.

·

Received and accepted invitation to present at Leadership Sullivan on May 21st

·

Provided research on alternatives to coal tar-based asphalt renewal products at the request
of the Ethelbert Crawford Library in Monticello.

·

Participated in an interview with a Vassar journalism student seeking information about
Sullivan County’s goals and progress in addressing climate change.
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Sullivan County Parks, Recreation & Beautification
SULLIVAN COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER
100 NORTH STREET
PO BOX 5012
AddressCity, AddressState, AddressPostal

May 2019 Monthly Report
v

The annual Countywide Roadside Litter Pluck in now underway and runs through May 31st.
We have been getting quite a few calls from groups and individuals who would like to
participate.

v

The park and DPW staff have been getting the parks prepared to open in May for the season.

v

Lake Superior Season Passes are currently on sale. The passes are $15.00 per person and are
available at the Park and Recreation Office. They will also be available for purchase at the
Lake when it opens starting Memorial Day weekend.

v

Fort Delaware will be opening for Student Days on May 14th. We currently have 14 area
schools signed up to come to the Fort. The Fort will open to the public on Memorial Day
weekend.

v

The park staff and myself attended a Landscape Maintenance Training sponsored by Sullivan
Renaissance. The training covered public space maintenance, turf management, and tree
care.

v

On May 5th the Sullivan County Historical Society’s First Sunday program will feature two
extraordinary guitarists - Slam Allen and Van Manakas, performing music of the sixties and
seventies. The concert and talk will explore different aspects of the guitar’s history, as well
as its impact on the music of the Woodstock generation. Little Sparrow will host the
program.
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v

All of the Seasonal staff have been hired for the season.

v

The D&H Canal Interpretive Center will be opening Memorial Day weekend. I attended a
dedication ceremony of a new historic roadside marker about the D&H Canal that Debra
Conway, as Highland Co-Historian, obtained through a grant from the William G. Pomeroy
Foundation. The marker is the first of its kind through a new NATIONAL initiative the
foundation has undertaken to commemorate the many canals that shaped America. The
marker is located on Route 97 at the DEC river access just below Cedar Rapids, above
Barryville.
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COMBINED: LEGISLATIVE MEMORANDUM,
CERTIFICATE OF AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS
AND RESOLUTION COVER MEMO
To:

Parks, Agriculture and Sustainability Policy Committee

Fr:

Jill Weyer, Assistant Commissioner

Re:

Administer the NYS Department of Agriculture & Markets 2018 Farmland
Protection Implementation Grant

Date: May 9, 2019
Purpose of Resolution:
To administer the New York State Department of Agriculture & Markets 2018 Farmland
Protection Implementation Grant
Is subject of Resolution mandated? No
Explain:
Is this a renewal of a prior contract? No
Date of prior contract?
Amount authorized by prior contract: $
Does Resolution require expenditure of funds? No
If “Yes”, provide the following information
Amount to be authorized by Resolution: $
Are funds already budgeted?
If “Yes” specify appropriation code(s):
If “No”, specify proposed source of funds:
Estimated Cost Breakdown by Source
County: $
Grant(s): $
State: $
Other: $
Federal Government:$
(Specify):
Specify Compliance with Procurement Procedures:
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N/A
Person(s) responsible for monitoring contract (Title): Jill Weyer Assistant Commissioner
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RESOLUTION INTRODUCED BY THE PARKS, AGRICULTURE AND
SUSTAINABILITY POLICY COMMITTEE TO ADMINISTER THE NEW YORK
STATE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE & MARKETS 2018 FARMLAND
PROTECTION IMPLEMENTATION GRANT
WHEREAS, Resolution 372-18 authorized the County to apply for the 2018 Farmland
Protection Implementation Grant program from the New York State Department of Agriculture
and Markets; and
WHEREAS, the County was successful in obtaining grant funding from the New York State
Department of Agriculture and Markets for Hilly Acres Farm, owned by Andrew and Tanya
Hahn, 97 Sander Road, Jeffersonville, NY; and
WHEREAS, the Division of Planning, Community Development and Real Property staff will
administer the grant in accordance with program guidelines.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the County Manager or the Chairman of the
County Legislature (as appropriate based on the requirements of funding source or as required by
law), be and hereby is authorized to execute any and all agreements, certifications or other
documents, each in such form as shall be approved by the Office of the County Attorney,
necessary to accept the award of any funding applied for; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Manager or the Chairman of the County
Legislature (as appropriate based on the requirements of funding source or as required by law),
be and hereby is authorized to execute any and all agreements, certifications or other documents,
each in such form as shall be approved by the Office of the County Attorney, necessary to
administer the grant, including advancing funds and/or disbursing funds to grant recipients; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Manager, be and hereby is authorized to take
such further actions as may be deemed necessary, subject to approval by the Office of the
County Attorney, to effect the foregoing resolutions.
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